TRASHING BALTIMORE IS A CRIME

SANITARY ENFORCEMENT

Sanitary enforcement was established in 1997 to crack down on violations of Baltimore’s sanitation laws.

HOW?

Citations are issued by Sanitary Enforcement Officers. Citations can be issued to property and business owners, tenants and anyone who violates Baltimore’s sanitation laws.

CITATIONS CAN BE ISSUED IN TWO WAYS:

· In Person – The violation is observed and the citation is issued at the time it is written.

· Via Certified Mail – When the citation cannot be issued in person, it is sent certified mail. If it cannot be served in this manor, the citation will be forwarded to the Bureau of Collections for further action.

ADDITIONAL ENFORCEMENT:

Citations are also issued by special enforcement officers from the departments of Health, Housing and Community Development (HCD), Police and Fire.

WHAT TO DO IF YOU RECEIVE A CITATION:

Never ignore a citation. It is a legal document and must be answered in one of two ways:

1. Pay the penalty amount indicated on the citation, if appropriate; or

2. Appear in person at the Environmental Control Board.

If you choice to appear in person, your hearing may take several minutes or several hours,

Depending on the hearing docket.

Failure to answer the notice of violation in one of the said two ways before the due date indicated on the citation may subject you to significantly higher penalties.

VIOLATIONS & FINE AMOUNTS

These are examples of some of the violations for which citations can be issued:


FINES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE AND CAN RANGE

$25 TO $500 PER OFFENSE.

FOR INFORMATION ON ANY OF THE FOLLOWING SERVICES CALL 311.

· Sanitation enforcement

· Community clean-up

· Graffiti removal

· Recycling

· Street and alley cleaning

· Trash collection

· Environmental crimes unit

ENVIORNMENTAL CONTROL BOARD

Who?

The Environmental Control Board (ECB) is an administrative court that provides hearings on citations issued by City Agencies. It was established by the City of Baltimore Ordinance 98-326, signed into law on June 22, 1998. As a judicial entity, ECB does not issue citations and does not employ inspectors or agents. Once a citation is issued, if it is contested, the matter may only be resolved through the adjudication process at the Board.

The Environmental Control Board’s hearing officers also conduct hearings on nonsanitation issues such as scalping, public drinking, over crowded buildings, illegal pay phones, public

Urination, selling of single cigarettes, animal control and snow removal.

Appeals

You mau appeal the decision by writing to the Environmental Control Board’s Appeals Unit within 30 days after receiving the decision and order. There will be no further personal appearances. The citation, the transcript of the hearing and all exhibits received in evidence, together with the court’s recommended decision and order, shall constitute the hearing record.

The ECB will charge the person requesting a copy of the record a fee that includes the cost of transcription. Ultimately, the decision of the Board may be appealed to the Circuit Court of Baltimore City.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

Environmental Control Board

Office of the Executive Director

417 E Fayette Street 

Baltimore, Maryland 21202

Phone: (410) 396-6909

High grass and weeds……………………………………………………………………………………………………………$60.00


Unlicensed of derelict vehicles………………………………………………………………………………$60.00


Accumulation of trash and debris……………………………………………………………………………$50.00


Trash out on the wrong day……………………………………………………………………………………………$60.00


Bulk trash out on the wrong day………………………………………………………………………………$50.00


Improper storage………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………$50.00


Littering…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………$50.00


Accumulation of trash and debris on commercial property……………$100.00


Abandoned/derelict vehicles on commercial property…………………………$100.00


Dog feces on property…………………………………………………………………………………………………………$60.00


No trash receptacles……………………………………………………………………………………………………………$50.00


Outdoor storage of maintenance of certain vehicles……………………………$50.00


Prohibited disposal over 25 lbs……………………………………………………………………………$200.00














