Stop Illegal Dumping

Baltimore Police Department

What is Illegal Dumping?

Illegal dumping is disposal of waste in a prohibited area. It is also referred to as open dumping, fly dumping and midnight dumping because materials are often dumped in open areas from vehicles along roadsides and late at night.

The materials typically include:

· Construction and demolition waste such as drywall, roofing shingles, lumber, bricks, concrete and siding

· Abandoned automobiles, auto parts and scrape tires

· Appliances or “white goods”

· Furniture

· Yard waste

· Household trash

· Medical waste

If not addressed, illegal dumps often attract more waste including hazardous materials.

Who Illegally Dumps Waste?

It is difficult to profile a typical illegal dumper. However, offenders can include:

· Construction, demolition, remodeling, roofing or landscaping contractors

· Waste management companies or general hauling contractors

· Automobile repair or tire shops

· Scrap collectors

· Local residents and do-it-yourselfers

Fines can range from $25 to $25,000 per offense.

Why is Illegal Dumping a Problem?

Health Risks:

Dump sites attract rodents, insects and disease carrying mosquitoes.

Fire Hazard:

Dump sites have caught fir due to spontaneous combustion or, more commonly, by arson.

Flooding:

Illegal dumping can obstruct proper drainage or runoff when wastes block ravines, creeks, culverts and drainage basins.

Negative Impact on Plants and Wildlife:

Open burning at dump sites can cause forest fires and severe erosion as fires burn away trees and undergrowth.

Contaminate Wells and Surface Water:

Run offs from dump sites could contain chemicals that could/might contaminate sources of drinking water.

Decrease Property Values:

Dump sites serve as magnets for additional dumping and other criminal activities resulting in a less livable environment.

Cost of Cleanup:

The costs of continuous clearing of illegally dumped waste materials are significant. Many urban areas spend several million dollars per year on cleanup, hauling and disposal activities associated with illegal sites.

If you see dumping in your neighborhood, call 311.

Bulk Trash Pickup

Every month, Baltimoreans can place up to three items out for collection. One day per month is set aside for this collection. All citizens have to do is call (410) 361-9333 and tell us:

1. Your address

2. Your telephone number

3. What 3 items

Call us three or more working days before your scheduled date.

Dropping Off Debris

The City of Baltimore, through its department of Public Works, provides residents with five locations around the city where waste materials may be disposed of for free.

Residents must bring materials for disposal in their personal vehicle (including unmodified pickup trucks rated ¾ ton or less), and simply show proof of residency to access this free service. For more information, please call (410) 396-8450.

Appliances, motor oil, antifreeze and tires (personal use) may be brought to any of the five locations listed below:

1. Quarantine Road Sanitary Landfill, 6100 Quarantine Road

2. NW Transfer Station, 5030 Reisterstown Road

3. Western Sanitation Yard, 701 Reedbird Street

4. Eastern Sanitation Yard, 6101 Bowleys Lane

5. NW Sanitation Yard, 2840 Sisson Street

Paint, radioactive materials, batteries, railroad ties and other hazardous materials will not be accepted. Call (410) 396-4572 to find out how to safely and legally dispose of these items. 

Locations are open to residents from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., Monday through Saturday.

Community Cleanups

City government cannot keep Baltimore clean without the help of citizens and visitors. If we each take responsibility for our own trash and utilize the services provided for our trash and utilize the services provided by the city, we will have a cleaner Baltimore.

For more information on getting involved, call (410) 396-4735

Important Telephone Numbers:

· Environmental Crimes Enforcement Unit  410-396-4707

· Sanitation Enforcement                 410-545-6497

· Bulk Trash                             410-361-9333

· Community Clean up                     410-396-4511

· Graffiti Removal                       410-545-1918

· Recycling                              410-396-5916

· Street and Alley Cleaning              410-396-4515

· Trash Collection                       410-396-4572
Remember,  call 311 to report illegal dumping.

