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BALTIMORE ‘CITIZENS ON PATROL’ PROGRAM 

TO BRING SUCCESSFUL ANTI-CRIME INITIATIVE TO ENGLAND  

Unique Strategy of Combining Walking Patrols, Neighborhood Cooperation 

and Police Support Generates International Interest 

Baltimore City – Thursday, July 7, 2005 – The Citizens on Patrol (COP) program in Baltimore’s southern police district – a volunteer group comprised of residents and police who walk throughout the district to deter crimes of opportunity - has been invited to England to help establish a similar program in Middlesbrough, a town of 135,000 located near the Scottish border.  The COP program, which uses a unique strategy of walking patrols, community cooperation and police support, will be used as a model for the citizens and the Middlesbrough government to develop and launch their own anti-crime initiatives.  

“The Citizens of Baltimore, working beside our police department, are on the frontlines of Baltimore’s comeback, achieving nation-leading progress in reducing violent crime and improving the quality of life in our city,” said Baltimore Mayor Martin O’Malley.  “It is an honor that our residents and police officers have been recognized internationally for their work in reducing violent crime in our communities."      

The walks, organized by the non-profit Southern District Police Community Relations Council, take place throughout the diverse Baltimore City district, which includes the neighborhoods of Carrollton Ridge, Cherry Hill, Curtis Bay, Federal Hill, Otterbein, Pigtown and Locust Point.  Volunteers patrol with the police at night and identify items that make an area attractive to criminals, such as neglected alleys, broken streetlights and vacant homes.  This information is entered into the city’s 311 CitiTrack Service Request System and brought to the attention of the police.  In turn, the police update participants on recent criminal activity and provide safety.  Since the walks began in August 2004 the police have made nine arrests during the patrols.  

“This is an incredible opportunity to highlight both nationally and internationally the success of the walks in Baltimore,” said Shannon Sullivan, vice-president and COP chair of the Southern District Police Community Relations Council.  “We hope to pass along our knowledge and return from England with some new ideas as well.”

“What makes our program so valuable is that we have a true partnership with the police,” said Jack Baker, president of the Southern District Police Community Relations Council.  “Their support has encouraged neighbors from all areas of our district to walk in each other’s communities and work together to reduce crime.” 

Although several police districts in Baltimore have COP groups, the southern district utilizes a distinct approach that differentiates it from other patrols.  Instead of driving patrols the group walks the area and the police actively participate.  This method encourages interaction with area residents, increases visibility and allows the group to enter narrow alleys and other areas inaccessible by cars.  Another benefit to walking is the police presence.  Volunteers and police patrol together, sharing ideas and information on how to make a community safer.  Walking also gives the police the opportunity to approach residents in a positive environment and demonstrate a pro-active stance towards stopping crime.  

An additional difference is the patrol’s encouragement that residents join walks in all communities throughout the district.  For example, a patrol in Cherry Hill includes participants from Cherry Hill as well as Brooklyn, Pigtown, Riverside, South Baltimore and other neighborhoods.  Also, if a walk is scheduled in Sharp-Leadenhall, the patrol route will include Otterbein and Historic Federal Hill.  

“Criminals doe not recognize neighborhoods boundaries and neither does the COP program,” stated Baltimore City Police Commissioner Leonard D. Hamm.  “The ability to unite residents is one of the most important achievements of the southern district COP.”   

About the Southern District Police Community Relations Council

The Southern District Police Community Relations Council is a non-profit organization that fosters improved communication between the 61,000 residents in the southern district and the police department.  The Council meets the third Thursday of every month at the Baltimore City Southern District Police station at 7pm.  The meetings are open to the public and all are invited to attend.  

The Southern District Police Community Relations Council COP began with the assistance of Lieutenant Colonel Fredrick Bealefeld.  As the patrols approach the one year anniversary, Major Eric Jordan, Deputy Major John Bevilacqua and the men and women of the Baltimore City Police Department continue to support the program.  
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