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A plan to bring American patrols to Teesside could prove to be another step towards winning back our streets and cleaning up our neighbourhoods.


Certainly the initiative that brought crime fighting citizens from Baltimore to Middlesbrough is an inspirational one.


The visit from Jack Baker, president of the Baltimore Southern District Police Community Relations Council, came about following a Home Office fact-finding mission to Maryland.


And hopes are now high that the COP – Citizens on Patrol – style of community action can work as well here as it does in the USA.

In Baltimore they have found that the groups of up to 50 people out on patrol there are a lot less problems from the criminal element.


And along the way these groups act as the eyes and ears of the community spotting potential problems for anti-social behaviour such as empty houses, insecure back alleys and broken street lights.


This information is then passed on to the authorities.


It’s a new-style of community support that works well in Baltimore because of the close relationship the groups have with the police.

That will be an essential element of the scheme working here.


What is needed now is to put it to the test, after getting the right sort of people on board, and then involving residents’ groups to see how they feel it could work in their areas.


Any initiatives that improve the quality of life for our communities should be fully explored and, if they work, fully embraced.

