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How we took back streets

Community Policing Baltimore-style looks set to take off on Teesside.

Cops’ – Citizens on Patrol – has helped slash crime in the American city by helping people reclaim their own streets.


And community safety chiefs believe residents can have a similar impact on this side of the Atlantic.


This week American crime fighters were in Middlesbrough to showcase the project following a Home Office fact-finding mission to Maryland.

Jack Baker, president of the Baltimore Southern District Police Community Relations Council, said the scheme allowed people too play a major role in the fight against crime.


“Basically they are just going to be seen on the streets, and the criminal element doesn’t care for that,” he said. “They are going to take their neighbourhood back.”


The patrols, in groups of up to 50 people, identify potential crime problems such as empty houses, insecure back alleys and broken street lights, and pass the information on to the authorities.


Mr. Baker said: “What makes our partnership so valuable is that we have true partnership with the police.”

“Their support has encouraged neighbours from all areas of our district to walk in each others communities and work together to reduce crime.”


And when the visitors took their pioneering scheme to Middlesbrough’s Kildare Street, they found the locals ready and willing to get out on the beat.


Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator Jean Bedford said: “We are very inspired by this and hope it takes off. It’s been a lot better since we had the alley gates and this is the next step.”


“It will bring the community together – why shouldn’t we be able to walk our streets without fear?”


Ed Chicken, Middlesbrough Council’s head of community protection who took part in the Home Office trip, said: “We want to see if it can work in Middlesbrough – I am sure residents’ groups will be interested in its potential. It’s up to the residents to give it as much support as they can.”

