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STEP-SITTING FOR CRIME CONTROL

After a vicious assault in front of an elementary school, the South Baltimore Improvement Committee takes steps – that is, front steps-toward crime control.

SoBo STOOP SITS AGAINST CRIME


Last week a Citizens on Patrol group saw more than the burned out street lights, hanging wires and insufficiently boarded houses they typically note and call in during a walk. They witnessed the tail end of an aggravated assault in progress:

Light Street, 1600 block, May 16, 2006, 7:35 p.m. Two women got into an argument and one struck the other and knocked her to the ground. Others jumped into the fight, including a man with a baseball bat and another with a knife. A man tried who tried to break up the fight was stabbed.


Police arrested four people at the scene, two men, ages 17 and 28, and two women ages 17 and 33. One of the men tried unsuccessfully to flee by running over several rooftops. Two victims, the woman who was originally attacked, and the man who was stabbed, were taken to a local hospital.


The next day, some South Baltimore residents decided to sit down to stand up against crime. The SBIC Neighborhood Association and the Southern District Police Community Relations Council organized a community stoop sit to discourage crime activity. The night of the stoop sitting, members of several neighborhood associations walked through the neighborhood near the site of the aggravated assault and then joined residents on their stoops.


“This stoop night had already been scheduled,” said Shannon Sullivan, a witness to Monday night’s incident and C.O.P. chair of the Southern District Police Community Relations Council. 


With the stoop sit set for Tuesday night, no one knew that the stabbing incident would lend added urgency: a flurry of e-mails went out to the community members asking for strong support. 


“People are just tired of it,” Sharron McCulloch, South Baltimore Improvement Committee police community relations representative, who has heard an upswing in complaints at community meetings from residents living in the area, though she is not sure whether that is an indication of more crime activity or if residents are becoming more vocal.


McCulloch, with help from Sullivan and Jack Baker, vice president of the Southern District Police Community Relations Council, was instrumental in organizing a recent community crime meeting at the Ella Bailey Recreation Center attached to the Thomas Johnson Elementary School. The stoop night idea came out of that night, along with other ideas. A second meeting will be held on July 21st at 7:00 p.m. 


While this second meeting will be a chance to explore other options like the stoop night, McCulloch would also like to see more residents working with the already existing C.O.P.


“With all the momentum and interest in it, we just want to keep it moving,” she said.

OTHER INITIATIVES

Operation Crime Watch


Citizens are sometimes afraid to report crimes to 911 because of fear of retribution. Operation Crime Watch is a Mayor’s Office 
of Neighborhoods and Baltimore Police Department initiative to try to protect the identities of citizens who report crimes. 


Operation Crime Watch gives those who register with the program a Crime Watch number. When participants call 911, they give the operator the location and description of an incident along with their number. The police officer that responds to the call will not know who placed the call and will go only to the location in question-not the caller’s home. To get more information or to sign up, call Operation Crime Watch at 443-984-2371 or e-mail OCW@baltimorecity.gov.

THOSE SNEAKY SNEAKERS


Tennis shoes hanging from telephone or electric lines can be a signal that drugs are for sale nearby. The Mayor’s Office of Neighborhoods, the Department of Public Works and the Southern District Police Community Relations Unit are working to remove hanging shoes. To have shoes in your neighborhood removed, e-mail Officer Dena Roney at dena.roney@baltimorepolice.org or call 410-396-2179 (okay to leave a voice mail) giving inexact address when possible.

