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Federal Hill gets new cabstand for weekend late nights


Ever try to hail a cab from the street late at night and none were to be found?  Or cabs go by, but each one has a fare tucked inside, heading home, while you hope another will come along?


As of last weekend, hailing a cab home should be more of a sure thing for South Baltimore residents out during weekend nights in the Cross Street area. The Southern District Police worked to secure South Baltimore’s first and only cabstand.


The cabstand, across from the Charles Street entrance of the Cross Street Market, was created in response to safety concerns expressed by businesses and noticed by Southern District police officers.


“Basically, we try to come up with creative ways to give a sense of safety to the community.” said Sergeant Anthony Proctor, Community Relations Officer from the Southern District police station.


According to Sergeant Proctor, the cabstand was created to alleviate problems like higher levels of drunk driving and to encourage those who might walk home alone late at night to take a cab instead.


“If someone felt too inebriated, a cab could take them home,” said Sergeant Proctor.


The cabstand operates from 9 PM to 3 AM on Friday and Saturday and is aimed at the bar and restaurant crowds. Signs went up over the weekend to mark the three parking spaces used as a cab stand as off-limits for general parking during those hours.


It really won’t affect parking in general because it’s only for those hours,” noted Jack Baker, a citizen member of the Southern District Police Community Relations Council.


Bonnie Crockett, Executive Director of Historic Federal Hill Main Street, a business and neighborhood revitalization nonprofit, calls the cabstand a “fantastic idea”. She says the stand will be a good addition to the growing Federal Hill business district.


“Obviously, we are happy about it,” she said. “I think everyone in the neighborhood will be.”


Baker also thinks the cab stand will have benefits for businesses and residents in the area.


“Now the businesses have a way to tell the customers we do have a cab stand for you,” he said. “I’m sure it’s really going to add to the quality of life down there for everybody.”  

