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SoBo C.O.P. returns after talking the walk in England


As it turns out, South Baltimore has something to offer residents of another nation several thousand miles away: a model for combating crime.


Southern District Police Community Relations Council members Jack Baker and Shannon Sullivan have returned from their trip to Middlesbrough, England to help set up a Citizens on Patrol program there. 


Baker and Sullivan found that Middlesbrough shares more in common with Baltimore that a desire to curb crime.


“Their city is very much like Baltimore,” says Jack Baker, president of the community relations council.” It is definitely a sister city – industrial, on the water – a lot of people who want and believed  in what we were doing.”


Baker and Sullivan were selected to go to Middlesbrough after they spoke to a delegation from the United Kingdom’s Home Office that was touring Baltimore. Members of the delegation  

were interested in the idea of citizen foot patrols to deter crime. They extended an invitation to meet with the officials and neighborhood leaders of Middlesbrough. 


Middlesbrough is a city of about 140,000 people in Northeast England. Sullivan and Baker met with officials from the city, toured neighborhoods, and then worked with a group of about 60 residents and police officers. They showed a video clip of a Southern District C.O.P. walk, worked in breakout sessions, and then went on a walk the following day. 


Crime in Middlesbrough is of a slightly different character from that in South Baltimore, which typically sees high numbers of property crimes: burglary and auto larcenies. 


“I read them the crime statistics for the Southern District for 2004, and they were floored,” says Sullivan, Citizens on Patrol chair for the Community Relations Council.


She says that Middlesbrough is battling popular ideas about crime in the city.


“The information that we received from the Middlesbrough officials was that one of the biggest problems they faced was the perception of crime was much higher than actual crime,” says Sullivan.  


According to Baker and Sullivan, the problems that concerned residents of Middlesbrough most were public alcoholism and juvenile antisocial behavior. 


The city has already had some success against public alcoholism and drug use.


“They’ve had great luck with gating the alleys,” says Baker. “Only the people who live in those blocks haves keys to the gates.”


He’d like to see more alley gates in use here at home.


“That would be really great in some of our smaller alleys,” he says. “We are just

starting to talk about that in our City Council.”


Sullivan and Baker are pleased with the results of their trip.


“It was very informative and rewarding,” says Sullivan. “We didn’t know what to expect. They really latched onto our ideas and were really excited about establishing the same program there.”


They expect the link between the two cities to continue. More officials are expected to visit from England, but scheduled trips have been delayed because of the recent bombing attacks in London. Baker and Sullivan arrived just after the first bombings and left just prior to the second round.


“We arrived two days after the first bombing, and we were there when they made those arrests in Leeds,” says Sullivan.


The Manchester Airport, which is closest to Middlesbrough, is also the airport closest to Leeds. They said the bombings were in the headlines of the newspapers in Middlesbrough, but residents didn’t talk about it with them.


“It was never really discussed,” says Baker. “I’m sure it was felt.”


Both Sullivan and Baker thought that the fact that the attacks had occurred four hours away in London might have played a part in it not dominating conversations in Middlesbrough. 


They are still in touch with the residents they met with in Middlesbrough. On a recent C.O.P. walk in Cherry Hill with Commissioner Hamm, they wore T-shirts given to them by residents of the city.


“They promised to keep us updated on how it goes,” says Sullivan. “The walk we had with the Commissioner, we wore the T-shirts they gave us. We took pictures and will send them.”

