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SoBo C.O.P. travels to England to set up similar program


When a delegation from the United Kingdom’s Home Office toured Baltimore in the spring, something in the Southern District piqued their interest: citizens were walking in groups in the evenings to deter crime. Could this work in England as well?


Then came an invitation to two members of the Southern District Police Community Relations Council: come to Middlesbrough, England and share your work with community leaders.


Jack Baker, president of the council, and Shannon Sullivan, vice-president of the council and Citizens on Patrol chair, are traveling to Middlesbrough July 12-14 to do just that.


“They were interested in how do we get people off their sofas and out into the streets,” says Baker, adding, “Of course Shannon and I jumped at the chance because we can learn from what they are doing over there. Besides showing them what we do, we hope to learn a lot from them.”


Middlesbrough is a city with a population of about 140,000 in northeast England. The city has features that can be compared to Baltimore.


“It sounds pretty industrial, so in some ways it’s probably pretty similar to Baltimore,” says Sullivan. “And it sounds like they have a lot of small neighborhoods.”


Once in Middlesbrough, Baker and Sullivan will meet with government members, tour neighborhoods and meet with neighborhood groups.


They plain to remain flexible about what recommendations they will make for crime patrols until they see the neighborhoods and talk to community leaders.


“We’re getting there and we don’t have a lot of knowledge about what they currently have in place,” says Sullivan.


Baker is pleased not only with the opportunity to go abroad, but also with the progress he sees being made at home.


“Little by little we are actually spreading what we are doing to the other districts here,” he says. “It’s something everyone in the city seems interested in. This trip is going to help us by letting other people know about it.”  


Southern District C.O.P. celebrates its one-year anniversary this summer. Walks are scheduled throughout neighborhoods in the Southern District, with participation across neighborhoods encouraged.


Groups are accompanied by an officer. Walkers take note of burned out streetlights, hanging wires, improperly boarded vacant buildings and other signs of neglect that could encourage crime activity. 


All noted items are called into 311. In addition, accompanying officers have made 9 arrests during walks (citizen walkers step back and let the police handle anything like this.)

In a year’s time, the walks have grown from the original handful of participants.

“I would say we judge our success by the number of people who participate, which is now 300,” says Sullivan, adding, “Everyone wants to schedule walks in their neighborhood, which is just fantastic.”

